A LIFE OF GREATEST VALUE
8. “Grat Commission  “Generosity—Value the Eternal Above Temperal” 
Theme:  “We can’t help but tell the story—God’s story, our story, His power!”          
Introduction

I’m a firm believer that a person’s belief system will determine his behavior system.  What you truly believe to be true, right, worthwhile, significant and beneficial will be of value to you.  What you value  motivates your pursuits, passions, projects, plans and priorities.  

In these weekly studies and messages you have been challenged to recognize and respond to basic essentials that contribute quality and depth to your “life” in Christ.  These previous seven values in our studies define you as a Christian and will impact your behavior as well as add depth to your Christian life.
But this series would not be complete if we neglected this eighth factor: the great commission.  There exists a broader purpose for living a life of greatest value.  As God has graced us with this life, He also calls us to share it.  Because of God’s grace and goodness we have a story to tell.  It’s really God’s story, as well as ours.  We live a life planned for His purpose and pleasure.  He formed us for His family…He created us to reflect Christ’s character and He shaped us to serve Him.

By telling our story we tell of God’s power to forgive, to transform, to heal, to motivate, to reconcile and to be recipients of His love and grace.  Living a life of greatest value is our testimony to the truth that the crucified and resurrected Jesus is God’s power for salvation, as well as God’s only avenue for eternal life.
In this week’s study we read of the early church as they were so impacted by the resurrected living Christ that they couldn’t help but tell the story, their belief system moved them from silence to sharing, from being spectators to participants, from fear to faithfulness.  It was a message the whole world needs to hear.

Scripture Reading :  Acts 4:13-21; 32-33   
1. If you were accused by anti Christian persecutors for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you?  What would your accusers point to?
What We Should Know?
1. What were Peter and John accused of?  (Acts 4:2, 9-12)                                                                                            
2. What characteristics did the authorities notice in Peter and John?  4:13                                         
3. After the Sanhedrin consulted together, what action did they take against the apostles?  4:15-18
4. What was the apostle’s reply to the judgment handed down by the council?      4:18-20 

5. What does Peter and John’s response in verse 20 tell you about the significant impact of Christ’s message have on Him?  See also 4:32-33
What We Should Be?
1. In our society, when should a Christian stand up  for his or her faith in Christ?                                                
2. What is the most difficult situation you’ve faced because of your faith in Christ?                                                                                            
3. What is your story of how Jesus Christ impacted your life?                                          
4. How can Christian prepare themselves to share their faith in Jesus Christ?                         
What We Should Do?
1. Can you say, “I can’t help but tell the story—God’s story, my story and God’s power?”  Or do you remain silent?
2. Would you pray for the Holy Spirit to give you great power to share the story of God’s love, grace and forgiveness?
3. To whom might you be willing to tell the Good News of Christ and “your story” this week?           
